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men,, women and children during that dreadful night at Ghandpur
has he not been used to subjugate the proud Arab of Mesopota-
mia, has he not been utilized to crush the Egyptian? How can
any Indian having a spark of humanity in him and any Mussul-
man having any pride in his religion feel otherwise than as the
Ali Brothers have done? The sepoy has been used more often as
a hired assassin than as a soldier defending the liberty or the
honour of the weak and the helpless. The Governor has pandered
to the basest in us by telling us what would have happened in
Malabar but for the British soldier or sepoy. I venture to inform
His Excellency, that Malabar Hindus would have fared better
without the British bayonet, that Hindus and Mussulmans would
have jointly appeased the Moplahs, that possibly there being no
Khilafat question there would have been no Moplah riot at all, that
at the worst supposing that Mussulmans had made common cause
with the Moplahs, Hinduism would have relied upon its creed of
non-violence and turned every Mussulman into a friend, or Hindu
valour would have been tested and tried. The Governor of Bom-
bay has done a disservice to himself and his cause (whatever it
might be), by fomenting Hindu-Muslim disunion, and has in-
sulted the Hindus, by letting them infer from his note, that Hin-
dus are helpless creatures unable to die for or defend their hearth,
home or religion. If however the Governor is right in his assump-
tions, the sooner the Hindus die out, the better for humanity. But
let me remind His Excellency, that he has pronounced the greatest
condemnation upon British rule, in that it finds Indians today
devoid of enough manliness to defend themselves against looters,
whether they are Moplah Mussulmans or infuriated Hindus of
Arrah.
His Excellency's reference to the sedition of the Ali Brothers
is only less unpardonable than his reference to the tampering. For
he must know, that sedition has become the creed of the Congress.
Every non-co-operator is pledged to preach disaffection towards
the Government established by law. Non-co-operation, though a
religious and strictly moral movement, deliberately aims at the
overthrow of the Government, and is therefore legally seditious
in terms of the Indian Penal Code. But this is no new discovery.
Lord Chelmsford knew it. Lord Reading knows it. It is untbink*
able that the Governor of Bombay does not know it. It was
common cause that so long as the movement remained non-vio*
lent, nothing would be done to interfere with it.
But it may be urged, that the Government has a right to
change its policy when it finds, that the movement is really threat-